UNDERSTANDING THE PLANETS IN 
OUR DESIGN 


A COURSE IN PLANETARY IMPRINTING 


BY RA URU HU & RICHARD RUDD 


WELCOME to this introductory course in working with and 
understanding planetary imprinting. This course presupposes that 
you already have a working knowledge of Human Design, and in 
particular of channels, gates and lines. If you would like to have 
more complete background knowledge for understanding your 
design and the planets, we recommend you peruse the GeneKeys 
audio and book library for further information on these subjects. 


This set contains two different learning tools to help you begin to 
grasp the rudiments of how to understand the influence of the 
planets through the lens of Human Design. The first tool is this 
booklet, which gives a complete introduction to the subject. It 
includes colour charts and examples of how to analyse a chart 
using the planetary keynotes given. Each planet is also seen 
through its mythological associations, which can further deepen 
one's understanding of how it affects our design. We recommend 
you read the booklet first before progressing to the audio CDs. The 
audio CDs included in this set provide a further insight of how to 
use this knowledge in a practical way by analysing the example of 
tennis star Monica Seles. You will find the relevant chart details that 
accompany the CDs at the back of this booklet. 


INTRODUCTION 


When we first begin to study and learn about Human Design, we 
learn that the influence of the planets plays a key role in the design 
of who we are. In fact, no matter how much you may have learned 
about Human Design, it is all ultimately rooted in the movements 
and impact of the planetary spheres. Obviously, the effect of the 
planets on our lives is no new revelation, being the basis of all 
astrology. However, the revelation of Human Design serves to 
explain as well as deepen many of the patterns that astrologers 
have glimpsed for millennia in the stars. 


The key to understanding the impact of something as distant as a 
planet on our lives is that tiny, subatomic particle known as the 
neutrino. We may recall that neutrinos are extremely fine matter 
produced by the nuclear reactions within stars. All the stars, 
including our own sun, are producing neutrinos all the time. The 
stars out in space are constantly beaming these neutrinos at us, 
and being made of such fine substance, the neutrinos can pass 
through our bodies, as well as the body of the earth. Imagine then, 
how the movement of the planets around our sun must refract the 
neutrino information as it passes into us at the moment of our 
imprinting. 

We have two key moments of imprinting, one at 88 degrees of the 
sun before we are born, and the other at the instant of our actual, 
physical birth. At these two moments in time, the positions of the 
planets in our solar system are codifying the neutrino information 
in very specific ways as it streams through our bodies. Planets vary 
greatly in density and makeup. Some consist of solid rock, whilst 
others consist purely of layers of gases. Every planet also has its 
own mythology as perceived by man. One could almost say that 
the planets are the organs of the solar system, and we, humanity, 


are the brain that gives them their names. Thus our mythologies 
are, and always have been, our method of attuning to our greater 
body. 

Human design is a synthesis. It is a synthesis of that which we see 
and that which we do not see. The Bodygraph itself is in fact an 
illusion that is formed out of the interplay of this duality behind all 
life. Thus, when we are looking at the impact of the planets in the 
Bodygraph, we are looking at the patterns that are formed in the 
cosmic Stardust. These patterns operate as an overlay to the 
genetic material that we physically inherit from our parents and 
ancestors. But more than that, these cosmic patterns pass beyond 
our individual lifetimes and link us into an endlessly incarnating 
genetic chain of human beings. This cosmic genetic helix links us 
together across time as one evolving entity, with each of us being 
merely a cog in the great wheel. 


The planets then, are our local programming agents. This is why we 
have always seen them as the gods in our mythologies down the 
ages. Every planet, depending where it is in our design, lends its 
flavour to our nature, at both the conscious and the unconscious 
level. This is something we need to take into consideration 
whenever we are looking at a planet, whether it is in a centre, a gate 
or a line. 


THE PLANETS 


THE SUN: 70% of the Neutrino Stream 


Here on earth, scientists have estimated that 70% of the neutrinos 
that pass through the earth come from our sun. The remainder 
come from either Jupiter or the stars in deep space. Thus, 70% of all 
the neutrino information that we receive is seen in the position of 
our sun, at both the design and personality level. The sun represents 
the primary yang force of our nature. It is the archetype of the 
Father, just as the earth is the Mother. In fact, on doing any analysis, 
you can never separate the sun from the earth. They are the prime 
yin/yang within us all. The sun creates the electromagnetic field of 
the solar cell in which we live. The design sun represents the 
biogenetic themes inherited from our father. Look at your own 
design sun, and you will see the theme that you have inherited from 
your father. The personality sun is the window through which the 
very light of who we are shines out on the world. 


In the example below, we will look at each of the planets in turn, 
thus seeing how deeply we can penetrate a chart by understanding 
the planets and their themes. We will focus in the main on how the 
planets condition us through the not-self, since that is what will 
happen to the majority of people in the world. 
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You will notice that the design sun is in the undefined head centre 
in the 24th gate, Returning, whilst the personality sun is a part of 
the manifesting definition, in the 33rd gate Retreat. Whenever you 
see the sun, either conscious or unconscious, in an undefined 
centre, it is as though this person's light is locked up in a room with 
all the shutters closed. This can create all kinds of problems in life 
for such people. The reason for this is because these people cannot 
find consistent access to 70% of who they are. They are dependant 
on others and on planetary conditioning to define the gate. Thus 
the seduction of the harmonic gate is huge, because that person 
hooks them up to their inner light. 

The person in our example will be very drawn to the 6lst gate, 
Inner Truth. The 243 is the line of the Addict. They will look for 
their inner light by going round and round inside their head, 
mentally trying to resolve their dilemma. This is a theme inherited 


from their father. This person can also become deeply addicted to 
the conditioning of the 6lst gate, but they are never in control of 
when their light shines out. Given that they are an ego manifestor 
and a 1.3 profile that is fundamentally insecure, they will probably 
become extremely angry about their plight, not understanding 
their design. 


At the Conscious level, our example has the 33-1, Avoidance. This 
is how this person will externally deal with not being in control of 
their nature. They will go into retreat. Because of the anger that 
they often feel around others, they will tend to avoid interaction 
altogether. The position of the conscious sun is extremely relevant 
in the design, as it is like the lens through which all the other 
activations are lived out in the world. This is not someone who you 
will easily get to know. They are likely to be deeply sunk within 
themselves, angry and insecure that they need anyone at all. 
Naturally, if this person lives their design from birth, their potential 
is very different. From their stable place of retreat, they can resolve 
the mental dilemmas of others, but only by recognising their 
interdependence and waiting for the right moment. 


THE EARTH: Our grounding and stability 


Whereas in traditional Astrology there is no earth, 
Human Design begins with this basic duality of the 
sun/earth. Because of this, many attributes 
given to the moon and Venus in astrology 
actually belong to the earth. The earth 
represents the archetype of the 
Mother. In Human Design 
calculation, the Earth is always 
exactly opposite the Sun and as we 
have seen, together they represent 
70% of our programming. The 
Earth is where we find our 

É grounding and is our gravitational 
home. The energy of the sun has 
to be translated by the earth. In 
other words, the neutrino stream is 
grounded through our bodies. The 
sun/earth relationship is thus the 
relationship between energy and 
matter. Just as the plants on the earth 
convert the sunlight into chlorophyll, so we 
humans ground the solar energies through our lives. 
The more grounded we are, the clearer our light will 
shine. 


However, in terms of analysis, the Earth is most often about finding 
balance. Regardless of the stormy seas of life, if we maintain our 
balance we will always manage to get through. Conscious balance 
is about finding an integrative path for the Personality. At the 
unconscious level, it is through the Earth that we derive our 
capacity to come to grips with the world of form. Being the 
‘Mother’, the earth is the backbone of our stability. 
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In the example above, the Personality Earth is in the 19th Gate 
Approach in an undefined Root Centre. The 1st line is called 
Interdependence. Only through integrating with others will this 
person find balance. The need for retreat in the personality sun 
needs to be grounded in an understanding that even in retreat, this 
person will need others. But this is an undefined and therefore 
inconsistent activation that will be most heavily conditioned by the 
emotional principles of the harmonic gate, the 49th Gate of 
Revolution. The 49th gate is also the gate that represents the fear 
of rejection. This is someone who would rather hide to find balance 
than risk being rejected. 


The only consistent balance in this person's life will be found in the 
Design Earth's activation of the 44th Gate, Coming to Meet in the 
3rd line of Interference: The failure to interact based on circum- 
stances. This Gate is part of a single-definition manifesting 
potential. It is always active and will therefore operate consistently 
throughout this person's life. Where the Personality Earth needs 
integration and is called by the conditioning of others, their genetic 
tendency (inherited from the mother) is to find balance through 
withdrawal (the 44-3 instinctively breaks bonds). This creates an 
inner conflict. This person will feel uncomfortable at the 


personality level because whenever they feel a need (19th gate) to 
interact with others, their unconscious will instinctively begin to 
withdraw. 


THE MOON: What drives and moves us 


The Earth / Moon relationship is an extraordinary one. 


There is no existence as we know it without the presence and 
influence of the Moon. If not for moon, there would be no land and 
thus no terrestrial life. The moon creates the gravity field on our 
planet in order that we can stand up and so that plants can grow 
upwards. The moon also pulls the tides of our oceans. Since our 
bodies are also 70% water, one can imagine how the moon might 
affect our own rhythms as deeply. Many people are unaware that 
the moon also magnetically pulls on the earth. In the mystical 
sense we all have a lunar body, for our geometry is conditioned by 
the nodes of the moon. 


The Moon's influence extends far beyond its impact in any gate. In 
the Triple-Matrix, a term coined by Eleanor Haspel-Porter PhD of 
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Rave Life Sciences, it is clear that Humans are not completely Solar, 
but are specifically lunar in the DreamRave matrix. The Moon 
conditions the sleeping human and the rest of life on this planet. In 
Mammalian Design calculation one goes back 88 degrees of the 
‘Moon’ to find the Design. These same criteria determine the 
sleeping rave's Design and thus our deepest connection to the 
totality (see The DreamRave Design System published by RLS). 


The DreamRave: The Mechanics of the Sleeping Life 


The Moon is truly what moves us. It is a driving force thematically 
in someone's Design. Mythically, in Design, the Moon is the eldest 
Daughter. She carries a responsibility to both Mother / Earth and 
Father / Sun. The moon is able to take the place of the Father as a 
source of illumination and makes possible the task of the Mother 
to drive and move the form, thus ensuring evolution. 


In the example over, the Design Moon is in the 41st gate, in an 
undefined root centre. This is the gate of Decrease, the gate of 
fantasy, desire and the root of the human experiential way. This 
person is moved inconsistently by desire. Their drive to embrace a 
new path or experience is usually the result of their root centre 
being defined by another person or the planetary program. Given 
the power of the Moon, such conditioning in the 'not-self can lead 
to obsession and suffering. 
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The Personality Moon is in the 16th gate of Enthusiasm, the gate 
of Skills. This is part of the single Definition Manifestor structure of 
this example. This gate is always active and functioning and is the 
main voice and expression of this person. 


This is a lunar dominated chart. This person's drive is to express 
their skills. The 16.1 is called ‘Delusion’ and is about false 
enthusiasm. The fantasy theme dominates these lunar activations. 
The uncontrollable Manifestor can easily be driven to express 
fantasy as though it were reality. This is also someone with a strong 
ego, so once they have expressed a fantasy as fact, they will feel the 
deep need to ensure that they are not liars. This is the kind of child 
that lies without knowing they are lying: 'Yes, | did my 
assignment.'They may indeed have fantasised and daydreamed of 
doing their assignment. Obviously, once they have expressed it as 
fact on the outside, they will likely be forced to prove it. All is well 
as long as they are not caught, but their profoundest teaching will 
always be when they are. 
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MERCURY: What must be Communicated 


According to popular mythology, Mercury is the winged messenger 
of the Gods. Some mystics have even referred to Mercury as the 
older brother of the Sun. Regardless, this myth is rooted in 
information transference. Geographically, Mercury is closest to the 
Sun and thus metaphorically has its ear. 


In Human Design ‘mythology’ Mercury has a unique role in 
programming the Personality Crystal from the time it enters into 
the body until birth. This is because Mercury has a revolution 
around the sun of 88 days, thus it has a direct correlation with the 
88/89 day period during which the personality crystal is 
programmed. In this context, Mercury is God of the mental plane 
and as such is the ‘creator’ of the Maya. However, on the mundane 
level, Mercury activations in the Rave chart always point to 
essential concepts needing expression. 


What we need to communicate creates a pressure within us. We are 
after all communicative creatures. So the specialised Mercury 
themes are important for us to express. In the example above, the 
Personality Mercury is in the 62nd gate of Detail. The throat is 
defined and linked to a motor. This is an active principle in the life. 


This is someone who will always insist on discussing the details. 
However, the line is called Self Discipline and mercury is in 
detriment, fixing the line: The skills but not the discipline to 
succeed. They will not necessarily discuss all the details and will 
rarely have looked into the details enough before acting. 


The secret of detriments is that they always point to a need for 
acceptance. In this case, they have to accept that not having all the 
details will always put their personal actions at risk. However, the 
articulating skills are there. This is simply a genetic continuity for 
this manifestor design. They know they have the talent to express 
themselves through detail, but they usually lack the correct timing. 
Their tendency will be to express themselves anyway, regardless of 
the detail being present. As long as they follow their strategy of 
informing before they act, or speak, they will encounter much less 
resistance. 

The Design Mercury is in the 24th gate of Rationalisation in an 
undefined Ajna centre. When the unconscious Mercury is defined 
and has access to the throat, one begins to notice that surprising 
concepts get stated. This is often the 'channelled voice or 
whispering angel’. This can cause the discomfort of making 
profound statements without knowing their source. It is usually 
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interpreted as either, 'why did | say that?' (one way in which the 
unconscious can communicate and stimulate the conscious) or 
‘who said that through me?' This is a new age description of a 
familiar phenomenon that is essentially only mechanical. In our 
example, the activation is in an undefined centre and is not 
connected to the throat. It is only through others that the seed of 
their expression will come out. This is someone who will always 
walk away from a conversation knowing there was something that 
they wanted to say but didn't and not know what it was. 


VENUS: Our Values 


Venus is an archetype that so often is misunderstood. Unlike her 
counterpart, Mars, she is subtle and contradictory. The fact that 
Venus is generally linked to themes of love, art and beauty is a 


testament to how wily she can be, for there is another, hidden side 
to her nature. 


Certainly there is truth in the attributed relating capacities of Venus 
and the importance of the Venusian influence on art. However, 
there is a darker side to Venus the lover. It is Venus as executioner. 
She was worshipped by the Mayans as the 'eye' and placated with 
ritual mass executions at her rising. Friday, Venus day, is still the day 
of punishment and execution in the Islamic world. She is truly a 
force to contend with. Where the Moon holds on to the past, like 
the footsteps of astronauts that will remain the same for a relative 
eternity, Venus rushes headlong towards the flames of the Sun in 
every moment. 


If we think about the prevailing myths of Venus and Mars as 
male/female archetypes, it is actually Venus who carries the fire of 
rebellion. Mars is cool iron. It is either the values that Venus desires 
to impose, or the values she that she challenges that can give 
direction to Mars' fury. She is not here to maintain traditions. She is 
here to maintain female power. Values are more powerful then 
laws. In each chart, through the position of the activations of the 
Personality and Design Venus, we can see the basic values program. 
Venus shows us what values will dominate as themes in the life. 


The graph below gives an indication of the depth of the impact of 
Venus in Design. Either exalted or in detriment, Venus is a fixing 
factor in 46 of the 64 Gates. In Design the female archetype is 
expressed through three conditioning variations: Earth, the 
Mother, the Moon, the eldest Daughter, and Venus, the youngest 
daughter. As the youngest, she is the worldly daughter, not caught 
in the responsibilities of the eldest Daughter who is driven to 
maintain the traditions of the Mother. It is the youngest Daughter 
who brings rebellion, and the mutation of set values out of 
experience. The interpretation of the imprinting of Venus is too 
often based on the Roman model. 
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THE IMPACT OF VENUS IN THE WHEEL 


In the illustrations over, Venus is both integrated in the chart, and 
isolated. The Design is that of a Single Definition Ego Manifestor 
with Splenic Authority. Their strategy in life is to inform before they 
act, in order to avoid resistance. The Design Venus and its 
associated values will dominate strongly in this Design. 


The 12th gate is part of the Definition and is always active. By 
looking through Venus' filter at the 12th gate Standstill and the 
15th gate Modesty, we can see what this person values in life. They 
will value Love (15) & Language (12) above all else and cautiously 
seek social interaction with those who have the grace to listen. The 
3rd line of the 12 brings Confession and self-examination. The 12.3 
in detriment can bring deep self-hatred. Social trial & error will bring 
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interaction with emotional conditioning and the wave of hope and 
pain. This person's values are inherited and operate through the 
unconscious. The mind may dismiss love, the undefined G will 
bring a sense of never being able to hold on to love, but the 
unconscious Venus will relentlessly value Love above all else 
despite experience or conditioning. 


The Personality Venus is in the 15th gate Modesty in the ‘st line 
Duty. When Venus is in an undefined centre, the values it 
represents in that position are a tantalising lure, attainable one 
moment and inaccessible the next. The values through the 15.1 
are about adaptability in the face of challenge. They have to be able 
to handle any rhythm in order to achieve flow and harmony with 
others. Valuing this trait can lead to exhaustion and anger because 
it is never theirs to value. This is someone who as a result is always 
trying to fit in and keep up. Activation in an undefined centre is not 
to be trusted. 

Through genetic continuity, aspects in Design are fractals of the 
whole. This is an aspect of this person's dilemma as a manifestor. 
The traditional values of Love and Harmony operating through the 
‘not-self results in a deep anger. This anger is expressed as self- 
hatred that is rooted in always having to conform to the flow 
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established by others. This is after all a single Definition Manifestor 
who meets resistance whenever they try to act independently 
without informing others. Like any other activation in Design, 
Venus will only operate correctly when one is living out their Type 
and its corresponding strategy. Look carefully at the positions of 
Venus in your chart. Values are the bedrock of our social world. 


MARS; Immaturity 


Mars is not to be fooled with and is hard to avoid. In the graph on 
the following page can be seen his impact in either the exalted or 
the detriment of the gates in the wheel. Mars is present in an 
astounding 6l of the 64 gates. Only the 20, 8, and 7 are free from 
his influence. These 'missing' gates speak clearly to Mars' true 
nature. Mars is passive until aroused. It is passive in the sense of 
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lethargic. It is a misleading myth to see Mars as an active force. It is 
however, an uncontrollable force once it gets rolling. In the trinity 
of Yang roles, the Sun is the father, Mercury is the eldest son (being 
the fathers' reflected!’ light) and Mars is the youngest son, free of 
responsibility. 

Through the missing gates, Mars is an immature energy, unable to 
contribute (8) leadership (7) in the now (20) but it is a force to be 
dealt with once prodded into action, and this is where problems 
can then arise. Like a great ship at sea, once you get them going it 
is hard to slow them down whether they are on the right course or 
not. It is often thought that this term immaturity applies to the 
personality. This term is applied exclusively to the energy. Once 
prodded Martian energy quickly builds momentum at the expense 
of awareness. In our mythological tradition, it was this very 
capacity that so enamoured it to the warrior cults. Mars is not a 
pacifist but is generally indifferent to combat. However, once 
recruited its capacity to build momentum can result in a mindless 
savageness where the most basic inhibitions can be overwhelmed 
by energy. 
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THE IMPACT OF MARS IN THE WHEEL 


Think about the effect of the Personality Mars in the example over. 
The Design Mars is in the undefined Ajna and thus impacts 
inconsistently. However, the Personality Mars is always active. 
The 18th gate, Work on What has been Spoilt, is the gate of 
correction and challenge. The 18/58 is the channel of Judgment 
and dissatisfaction. This gate's fear of authority always begins with 
one's parents. The 5th line (looks like a 6 in the illustration) is the 
line of Therapy: The strength to recognise a problem and to accept 
that it is beyond one's power to solve it alone. 


Rememberthat Mars is basically lethargic and despite being able to 
recognise that a problem exists will not necessarily do anything 
about it unless or until it is prodded. However, once prodded, they 
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can end up being someone who is always looking for someone else 
to help them, and the energy applied to the quest blinds them as 
to whether they are being helped or not. They will move from one 
therapist to another. 'l've got a new therapist', they say with a 
smile. However, the new therapist is more rewarding to Mars then 
any possible therapy. 


The Design Mars is in the undefined Ajna in the 4th gate Youthful 
Folly, the gate of formulisation, of coming up with answers. Here 
Mars is in the 6th line of Excess: Repeated and conscious abuse of 
norms will not escape discipline. It is costly to ignore the values of 
logic and the importance of asking questions and challenging 
patterns. With Mars in this line, you have a lazy mind, but again 
once they are moved they do have the ability to plough into logic. 
Once Mars thinks it's got the answer, look out! Thinking they have 
the answer is more important ta them than the question of 
whether the answer is actually right or wrong. 
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Jupiter; Law and Protection 


In astronomical and physical terms, no object other then the Sun 
exerts greater influence in the solar system then the massive body 
of Jupiter. Jupiter is in fact a min-star system in itself, a 'proto-star’ 
with its own moons. It even creates neutrinos in its nuclear core. If 
it weren't for Jupiter, the earth would not abound with life. Jupiter's 
huge magnetic field protects our planet from extra-terrestrial 
objects such as asteroids and comets. For these reasons, Jupiter has 
always held a special place in our mythologies. Jupiter is the King of 
the Gods, the generous bringer of laws and High Protector of Earth. 
In Human Design, Jupiter represents our own personal laws. 
Wherever Jupiter is in your chart, this is the law that you must obey 
in your life. Take for example, someone who has the 37th gate in 
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their design activated by Jupiter, it is their law to offer their 
friendship and to honour others. Naturally it will depend on the line 
as well as the emotional wave, but their law is that they must offer 
their friendship. So where you see Jupiter in your chart this theme 
is very important for you. This is a law that you have to honour, and 
if you do, Jupiter rewards you for it. That's the whole thing about 
honouring a law; in the end you get your reward. 


Where the cycles of Saturn impact on our inner development, the 
more frequent cycles of Jupiter (approx. every 11+ years) define our 
outer development and our relationship to others as well as to the 
whole. Jupiter is symbolised by the ancient mythic figure of the 
hierophant, the one who brings the law, carving it into stone. Yet 
metaphorically, as in the Moses myth, the tablets get shattered 
every cycle and a new law is built upon their remains. It was 
discussed earlier that Venus establishes the values that Jupiter will 
turn into law. Obviously the values of a twelve year old and a 
twenty-four year old are going to be different and the rules or laws 
they must live by will have changed. Each Jupiter cycle brings such 
changes. The fluid values of Venus, which are based on aesthetics, 
are hammered into stone with the import of each newjupiter cycle. 
This is not the abruptness of a revolution but a naturally evolving 
transformation. This is a particularly important impact in a transit. 
Whenever Jupiter in transit creates a definition in your chart, it 
signals a time of potential transformation and the beginning of a 
new process. This is very significant when the Jupiter activation is 
linking a split Definition or connecting a Projector or Reflector to 
either the Sacral or the Throat. 

In the example opposite, the Personalityjupiter is in the 26th Gate: 
The Taming Power of The Great, the gate of the Egoist. The above 
Design is that of a Single Definition Ego Manifestor and the 26th 
gate is the active source of their Manifesting power. 
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The 3rd line is called Influence: The ability once prepared to gather 
support. This gathering of support will require attractive values 
and reasonable rules. Here is a design of a potentially talented 
transmitter, a popular lawgiver. As above, the Ego power will of 
necessity transform itself with each new cycle. This person will 
mature in their values and rules or lose their gift for gathering 
support. 


The Design Jupiter is in the 10th Gate of Treading, in the first line. 
This activation demands the study of behaviour and how 
behaviour responds to imposed laws. As an undefined gate it is 
dormant and additionally complex because the 10th Gate is one of 
four gates in the Integration Channels. A Jupiter transit to any of 
the other gates, 20, 57, or 34 will bring different themes in 
transformation. A Jupiter transit to the 20 might bring a new way 
of being and self-love, based on newly incorporated laws. A transit 
to the 34 might bring a deep exploration, resulting in new 
convictions in life; a new set of laws for living life. A transit to the 
57 might bring the evolution of a new form of behaviour guided by 
a transformed intuition. 

This is someone whose law is to listen to their behaviour in the 
world. They will have to constantly adapt themselves to their 


environment in order to transmit their message to the community. 
This is their law. If they obey this law, they will be successful in the 
world around them, always finding the right role for the right 
occasion. 


Saturn; The Judge 


Remember that every chart holds together through its genetic 
continuity. It doesn't matter whether all these planetary aspects 
are connected to each other. So the Venus gate is going to show us 
where our morality lies and Jupiter is going to turn that morality 
into a law. Now we come to Saturn. Saturn is the JUDGE and it 
brings usjudgement in the gate where it lies. 

Consider how these planetary aspects work together. If you break 
your own law in Jupiter's gate, you don't get punished there. The 
Saturn activation actually punishes you, wherever it is in your 
design. If for example, someone has Saturn in the 49 gate and they 
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break Jupiter's law in their design, the place they will suffer is in that 
49th gate; the situation will lead to rejection or divorce. So look 
very carefully at the Saturn in your chart - because every time that 
theme appears as a difficult phenomenon in your life, you know 
then that you have broken your own laws. Saturn will always 
punish you in the same place, both unconsciously and consciously. 
Moreover, although it is Jupiter that can bring you rewards, Saturn 
makes you feel very good inside. When Saturn does not judge you, 
life really seems to be a thrill. 


SATURN AND ITS IMPACT ON OUR LIFE CYCLE 


There is so much that has been written and said about Saturn. It 
has a powerful grasp on our imagination. So often it is seen as a 
dark force, the old devil, the shadow, the judge. Its cycle of 28.6 
years around the Sun has for most of Human existence restricted 
our life cycle and compressed our experience. Since the discovery of 
Uranus in 1/81 we have lived in the new Uranian cycle of 84 years, 
and the hold of Saturn on our collective life is changing. Its new role 
has yet to be clearly established. Much of human consciousness still 
responds to the old Saturnian cycle. 


As can be seen through discussions of the 6th line Profiles and the 
mutation they bring as a by- product of the Uranian cycle, Saturn 
will play an active part within a larger framework. The movement 
from Saturn to Uranus can be seen as an expansion of Human 
consciousness. Three Saturn cycles of 28 years each are roughly in 
line with the new Uranian cycle. Saturn will continue to program 
limitation, but no longer the limitation that marks the outer life 
and our actual lifespan. Saturn is now beginning to impact far more 
on our inner cycles of development. In the 6th line Profile, the first 
Saturn cycle marks a period of trial and error, but rather then 
defining our entire life, it is followed by a different process of 
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observation and aloofness. Saturn no longer rules our lives, but it 
can still be an uncomfortable force to deal with if you are not living 
out your Type and its strategy. 


There is an old point illustrating the difference between Human 
Design and Astrology but it is always worth repeating. No 
planetary activation operates consistently in our chart unless it lies 
in a defined centre. In the example above, neither the Design 
Saturn nor the Personality Saturn are active in centres that are 
defined. They are in fact dormant, and remain so until they meet a 
harmonic activation or are impacted by someone's design that has 
a defined Ajna centre and/or defined G Centre. There is no natural 
Saturnian presence felt within this person's design. They only 
emerge when conditioned by outside forces. 


In this illustration, we have someone who discovers their Saturnian 
limitations very specifically. At the Personality level we have the 4-6 
Excess: Repeated and conscious abuse of norms will not escape 
discipline. Ideally this is about learning self-restraint. However, this 
person cannot know this consistently and will meet it only through 
transits or other people. The Design Saturn is in the 73; The 
Anarchist: The rejection of any institutionalised order. 
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In both these cases, whether it is an answer being called out of 
them or a role they are demanded to play, they will always meet 
their own limitations through others and transits. Saturn in our 
Rave Chart always points to the place where difficulties in our life 
will surface. If this person is not living out their design nor 
following their strategy they will suffer their first backlash via their 
Saturn activations. This will be marked by two phenomena, lack of 
inspiration (63) and influence (31), the natural attractive 
harmonics to these Saturn activations. Lack of inspiration can lead 
to self-doubt and lack of influence to alienation. 


For this person, knowing all this beforehand is invaluable. It is a 
signpost that can guide them into an easier life. Every time they are 
full of self-doubt or feel alienated, it is a sure sign that they are not 
following their strategy and honouring their authority in life. 
Saturn, our shadow, always sounds the alarm first. This is the 
modern Saturn's most important role, to warn us when we stray 
from our essential mechanics. 


Uranus; Chaos and Order 
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Lying at the heart of the Human Design revelation is Uranus, the 
great sky God, father of Cronos (Saturn) and grandfather of Zeus 
(Jupiter). Of all of the planets that impact on us in Design, none is 
closer in spirit to our nature and process than Uranus. Since the 
moment of Uranus' discovery in 1781 the quality of life on this 
planet for our species has improved at an astonishing rate. The 
Uranian cycle of 84 years has become a universally attainable 
human longevity standard. 


In the mysticism of matrixes, the ancient seven chakra format 
evolving for millennia transformed into a nine-centred Rave with 
Uranus' discovery. Humanity as a whole has not yet adapted to this 
new cycle. Evolution takes time. The flowering of this transition will 
come in hundreds of years with the arrival of the Aquarian Age. 
Culturally we are still paying lip service to the old Saturnian cycle of 
28.6 years. We are still being conditioned to know our place in 
society by the time we leave our teens. Rather than 14, the Rave 
half-life is between 38-44 years. The so called ‘boomer’ generation 
born after the World War Il is seen as an anomaly because of its 
slowness to mature, rather than being seen as the vanguard of the 
new developmental cycle that it is. 


There are many cliches regarding Uranus in analysis, its 
‘unusualness’, ‘electricity’ etc. It is however the first planet we 
cannot see with the naked eye. Thus it is not an easy thing to label 
this force accurately. What is clear about Uranus is that it does not 
belong to the Saturnian realm. If it is behaving within the 
constraints of the Saturnian reality, it is only an illusion, quickly 
broken when it insists on distancing itself from the rules. As the 
original sky God, it can see itself above all rules. This is not a quality 
to be confused with rebellion, a theme often tagged to Uranus. It is 
in fact Uranus who sees Saturn as both rebel and a boring slave to 
order. The creation of form out of chaos is the Uranian medium. 
Uranus needs 'chaos' as its muse. 
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In the Rave chart Uranus will focus this attraction to chaos upon 
the theme of a particular gate. Uranus’ dance with chaos lasts until 
the midlife point (the breathing-in of prana) after which the chaos 
is brought to order (the breathing-out of prana). 


In the illustration above, we have the Design Uranus in the 12th 
gate of Standstill in a defined throat centre. The Personality Uranus 
is in the 15th gate Modesty in an undefined G. Again, when an 
activation is part of a definition it is always an active part of the life, 
being consistent and reliable. The 12.2 is the line of Purification; 
Rigorous withdrawal from negative influences. The potential 
connection to the 22nd gate of Grace can always release emotional 
manifesting energy. The voice of the 12th gate is: 'I know | can try, 
if | am in the mood.’ However, given the Uranian taste for chaos in 
the first half of the life, this can lead to a chaotic way of dealing 
with people at the social level. Added to this, the personality 
Uranus in the 15th gate ensures a further extreme rhythm because 
it is dictated by conditioning. This person will not know how and 
when to engage with others before the half-life point, preferring to 
withdraw and be left alone. After the Uranus opposition, they can 
begin to determine whom their allies will be, accepting that their 
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moods are a key to when they do and do not interact. Uranus 
always brings a quality of unusualness to its gates in design. This 
person will be unusual in the way in which they behave at the social 
level. 


Neptune; Illusion and Spirituality 


Neptune is the eighth planet from our Sun. It takes a full 165 years 
for Neptune to transit around the zodiac. Thus in our lifetimes, we 
never get to experience the full potential of Neptune's 
programming. Along with Pluto, these two outer planets are 
generational planets. Neptune can activate a single gate for up to 
three years, and everyone born during those three years will collec- 
tively hold a certain key within humanity's larger evolution. This is 
why the deepest potential of Neptune is so spiritual; because it 
allows us the possibility to glimpse that our lives are in fact writing 
the story of evolution itself. 
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Because we cannot see the end of the story, Neptune also has 
many other implications and qualities. Neptune places a veil over 
the future and fires our imagination to try and pierce that veil. 
However, Neptune demands we surrender to the greater mystery, 
and when we do not, it can bring great confusion and delusion to 
our lives. Neptune makes us wonder ‘why’, and then leaves us to 
swim in its depths. If we cannot let go of trying to answer the why, 
we will get lost in the illusions and murkiness of those depths. 


In Greek-Roman mythology, Neptune was the great god of the 
Sea. However, in Human Design terms, this Sea represents a far 
more yin quality and Neptune colours the gates and lines that it 
touches within a design with this feminine power. In analysis, the 
Design Neptune is a direct inheritance from the grandmothers. In 
genetic terms, it is well known that we have more in common with 
our grandparents than with our parents. Neptune represents the 
continuity and depths of the genetic pool. 


In the example above, we can see that both the Design Neptune 
and the Personality Neptune are in the 48th gate, The Well. This is 
an active part of the definition and is therefore a deep part of this 
person's being. The second line, Degeneracy is about maintaining 


33 


purity in one's depth. This is the profound wellspring of this 
person's talents. It is the instinctive taste for a solution and a 
constant potential source of this person's wisdom. However, this is 
not wisdom for just anyone, and given Neptune's colouring, it can 
lead to all kinds of inadequacies for this person if they try to look 
behind the veil of their depth. Neptune demands that we remain a 
mystery. If this person tries to explain how they arrive at their 
solutions, or offers them too easily to anyone, then they will get 
lost in the mire of their imagination and their ability to share their 
gift of clarity will become lost. 


The Neptunian gates in this design are a key upon which the entire 
definition rests. This person's potential is to transmit their depth to 
the community. Their success depends entirely upon how they 
handle the Neptune activation in their design. This person will 
never know where their depth comes from, and the potential 
insecurity of this can easily turn taste into distaste, with the result 
being that they lock themselves off in their own little world, feeling 
bitter that no one understands them. 
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Pluto; Truth 


Pluto is the ninth planet from the Sun. It takes over 250 years to 
circle the zodiac and can stay in a single gate for as much as 7 years. 
Pluto is by tradition the god of the underworld, and its discovery in 
1930 has coincided with the flowering of the science of 
Psychology. Pluto brings the forces of the unconscious to the 
surface. It represents rebirth and brings intensity to the gate that it 
activates in a chart. Because Pluto will not complete its full 
conscious revolution of the zodiac until a time in the 22nd century, 
there is much that we cannot yet know about this energy. For 
people born before 1930, Pluto operates at an entirely unconscious 
level. Because Pluto remains so long in a gate, it has a very deep 
impact on the whole planet. 

Like Neptune, Pluto also has an association with the Yin energies. 
Pluto is closer to a Grandmother, and at the mythological level can 
be associated with the dark faces of the Goddess such as Lillith, Kali 
or the archetype of the crone. As Grandma, Pluto is delicious. Let's 
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say you are a child and you go to your mother and you ask: "How 
are babies made?" Well, she coughs and goes to the refrigerator 
and changes the subject. You walk out of the house knowing that 
you will not get a straight answer from her. Later on that same day, 
you go and visit your grandma and you ask her that same question 
and she scares the hell out of you because she tells you the truth. 
This is the whole thing to understand about the nature of Pluto. 
Pluto will always tell you the TRUTH. Wherever you see Pluto in 
your chart, this really is your Truth and it is a whole lifetime process 
to be able to explore that Truth. 


The other side of Pluto is about darkness. Pluto requires that we 
each go down into our own dark side in order to find our own 
Truth. This is not the spirituality and potential delusion of 
Neptune. Wherever you see Pluto in your design, that is a dark 
place within yourself that you must eventually meet. 

In the above example, the Design Pluto is in the 33rd gate, Retreat, 
in the line of Disassociation: The ability to let go. This is an exalted 
line and is about turning one's energies inwards in order to find 
strength. It is about remaining hidden in order to avoid conflict. 
This finds a natural expression through the Personality Pluto in the 
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7.2, the role of the Democratic leader: The ability to lead by serving 
the will of the majority. 


Pluto encapsulates the quintessence of this person's design as we 
have been studying it through all the other planetary keynotes. 
This is this person's Truth, to keep a low profile and wait for the 
right moment to manifest and transmit their depth. Even though 
this is a powerful ego manifestor design, it is far safer when 
behaving more like a manifesting generator. This is someone who 
can have their deepest impact on others from a place of retreat. 
The unconscious Pluto recalls the Personality Sun in the 33-1, 
Avoidance. This person's Truth is to be a leader who operates from 
behind closed doors. This is Pluto's deepest lesson, to find the light 
within the darkness. 


2. THE NODES OF THE MOON 


One of the most extraordinary pieces of information to be read in a 
Rave chart is the lunar nodes. Whereas every planet that we have 
examined so far moves around the wheel in an anti-clockwise 
direction, the nodes of the moon move backwards through the 
wheel, in a clockwise direction. The nodes of the moon are not 
generally used by western astrologers, but are a pivotal point in 
Eastern and Vedic astrology. They are in fact, not objects at all. 
Rather they are geometric positions of the moon itself. The nodes 
are not physical bodies but points in space. The nodal orbits arise 
from the intersection of the Moon's orbit with the plane of the 
ecliptic (the path of the Sun and planets as they appear to 
revolve around the earth). The north or ascending node shows 
where the Moon crosses the Sun's path from south to north. The 
south or descending node conversely is formed when the Moon 
travels from a northerly to southerly celestial latitude. The lunar 
nodes then, do not operate in the same way as the planets, by 
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influencing the solar neutrino stream. The nodes are windows into 
interstellar space, showing us our alignment and trajectory within 
the cosmos itself. Since the Big Bang, every one of us has been 
following a geometric line through space. By looking through the 
window of the lunar nodes, it is possible to see the themes of our 
current line of geometry. In human terms, this is what we call our 
destiny. 

You will notice that there are in fact two nodes, the south node and 
the north node. In traditional vedic astrology, the south node 
governs where we have come from, in other words the past, whilst 
the north node governs where we are going, the future. In Human 
Design, we turn to the revolution of the planet Uranus to fully 
understand how the nodes work. As we have seen, Uranus has an 
orbit around the sun of approximately 84 years, giving us our 
average modern lifespan. However, it is the midpoint of this cycle 
that is important when looking at the nodes. The midpoint of our 
life cycle, the Uranus Opposition, falls between the ages of 38 and 
44. This is the fulcrum of the 2 geometries of our life. From birth 
until approximately 42 (it varies from person to person), we are 
governed by our south node theme, and from 42 until our death, 
we are governed by our north node theme. 


In Design Analysis the Nodes of the Moon divide the life into these 
two basic dynamics. As a metaphor, it is the breath of life. The 
‘prana in' is the developmental stage; the breathing in of life 
experience, and the 'prana out' is the process of our maturation 
and the eventual stage of our true flowering. It is only really after 
our Uranus Opposition that we can really begin to make our full 
contribution to the world. The midpoint of the uranian cycle 
(between 38 and 44) is like the still-point between breaths. It is a 
time of great change in our lives; the so-called midlife crisis. 
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South Node of the Moon 


Direction is used in several ways in Human Design. There is the 
direction associated with our Profile, there is direction associated 
with the Incarnation Crosses, and there is direction relating to the 
Nodes of the Moon. Profile is directly expressed as Geometry. Right 
Angle Profiles, the 1/3,1/4, 2/4, 2/5, 3/5, 3/6, and the 4/6 have a 
geometry of personal Destiny. Juxtaposition, the 4/1, has a 
geometry of fixed Fate. The Left Angle Profiles, the 5/1, 5/2, 6/2, 
6/3 have a geometry of Trans-personal Karma. Through the 
Incarnation Crosses, people who give or condition direction on the 
mundane plane come in on specific Crosses, i.e., The Cross of the 
Sphinx, The Cross of the Four Ways etc. 


The Nodes represent an inner geometry. This is a process of 
movement in life marked by their 18.6-year retrograde cycle. 


As we have seen, the Nodes are windows of programming 
opportunity coming from the stellar neutrino field rather then 
being first programmed via the flavour of any Planet as a neutrino 
medium. They are our connection to the greater 'body'. 


39 


The South Node; the learning theme of the first half of the life. 


In the illustration above, the Personality South Node activation in 
the 44th Gate is part of the manifesting definition. In the first half 
of this person's life, this theme will operate consistently as an inner 
process and define their early development. You will notice that 
this same gate and line (443) is also activated by the Design Earth. 
This is called a conjunction. Whenever a planet is conjunct a Node, 
it effectively eliminates the stellar programming. The 3rd line is 
called Interference: The Failure to act based on circumstances. In 
other words, in the first half of this life, the grounding of this 
person is dependent on avoiding interference. As a Manifestor who 
is already prone to operating alone, this will add considerable 
pressure to avoid working with others. Since the definition in this 
chart is so specifically about talent (the 48/16 and the 44/26), this 
person may easily confuse criticism with interference, leading to a 
withdrawal from creative processes involving others. 

The strongest conditioning comes from the Design South Node in 
the 1st gate, the Creative, in an undefined G centre, which is 
therefore an inconsistent creative direction. Since the only two 
definitions are Collective and Tribal and bring this fear of 
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interference, the unconscious is restless and wants to express itself 
rather then accommodate others. Patience is the key for all 1st line 
themes, since they have to build a solid foundation. Learning some 
kind of craft or skill is an essential theme of this south Node phase, 
but the true self-expression can only be possible later. 


North Node of the Moon 


In looking at the North Node, we are guided thematically towards 
that place of accomplishment and fulfilment that comes in our 
forties. The North Node theme is particularly relevant between the 
Uranus opposition and the Kiron Return at 50 or 51. It is the theme 
which best expresses how we can synthesise our learning process. 


The North Node: The True Contribution of the second half of life. 


Despite where you are in your life cycle, the Nodes and the gates 
they activate are always functioning, or in this case able to function 
when defined. Yet, the person above is always going to experience 
a far deeper conditioning in their G centre or Ajna centre in the 
second half of their life. This is because both the conscious and 
unconscious north node happens to be in these undefined centres. 
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Keynotes are the tool of Rave Cartography, and thus we can see 
that the theme of the second half of this person's life is to Think 
(24) about Direction (2). It is a theme that is designed to be 
conditioned in them by others. In Human Design, we know that an 
immutable law is that we always seek out what we are not, thus 
the person above is under great pressure in the second half of their 
life to know where they are going. The Unconscious 2.1, Intuition, 
is going to create a fundamental insecurity in this person. The skills 
that they have or have not acquired in their south node phase are 
now ready to be put to the test. At the same time, they are likely to 
be swayed in their direction by anyone bringing definition to their 
sacral through the 14th gate. The 14 is often about money and the 
2.1 is deeply concerned with aesthetics. This person will be 
unconsciously attracted to rich and beautiful things as well as 
people. 

At the personality level, we have the 243, the line of The Addict. 
This is a conditioned pressure to rationalise. Being an ego 
manifestor, this person is not easily going to comprehend that 
their true direction and eventual flowering lies in the hands of 
others. The not-self will jump right into any direction that looks 
pleasing and then attempt to rationalise their mistakes. The 243 
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mind will endlessly try to know where they are going in life in order 
to try and feel secure. Added to this, you will notice that the 
personality north node is conjunct the design sun in exactly the 
same line. This person is only really designed to see their own light 
shine out into the world in their second phase of life. Given that 
they are an unconscious addict, this can lead to all kind of 
unhealthy addictions coming from the false authority of their 
mind. As long as this person is humble enough (not easy for an ego 
manifestor) to understand that they cannot fulfil their destiny 
without the correct allies, then they will be secure in their being, 
despite the conditioning of such a mind. 
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